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THE GREAT GRECIAN EARN:

How immigrants made a cafe society

A newly reprinted book reveals the story of early
Greek migrants in Australia, writes Anna Patty.

The dockets at Aroney’s Cafe in
Katoomba trumpeted its “fa-
mous” fish dinners and ’fa-
mous toasted sandwiches”. But
it was the hot chocolates, creat-
ed by my father, that won the

ra and Sydney, and even over-
seas, for a hot chocolate at
Aroney’s, which was named af-
ter its original owner, Peter
Aroney. The cafe stayed open
until late. The customers decid-
ed when it was time to leave.

y father treated every cus- :
Mtomer - whether they were :
men down on their luck :

from the nearby Eldon hostel or the :
prime minister, Ben Chifley, on his :
way home to Bathurst - with the same :

deference.

Aroney’s stood at the top of the :
main street of Katoomba, across the i Dad
road from the Paragon Cafe and Car- :
rington Hotel, and near Theo Poulos :
Real Estate, which were also run ... by :
Greeks. The Cordatos, Archondoulis, :
Zakis, Lekkas, Darias, Bistaros, S-:
tavros, Prineas, Georges, Vrachnos :
and Fotias families have also run busi- :

nesses in Katoomba in the past 40 :

years years.

A book distributed to Greek mi-
grants in 1916, Life in Australia, has :
just been reprinted and translated into :

: English by the Kytherian World Her- :
! itage Fund. The book, being launched :
i at the University of Sydney today, re-
i veals the struggles and successes of :
i Australia’s early Greek migrants. :
¢ 7”Greek establishments stand in the :
¢ most important and most central loca- :
: tions in almost all of the cities in Aus- :
] . i tralia,” the book says.
cafe its true acclaim. Customers ‘:

travelled from as far as Canber- :
: are easily recognisable. Some Greeks, :

¢ however, have shortened their names, :
i as the Australians find it hard to pro-
i nounce such long, difficult names.”
i My father, loannis Varipatis, left the
: small Greek island of Kythera, at the :
¢ southern tip of the Peloponnese, in the :
i mid 1920s, before he was even a':
i teenager. Speaking no English, he ac-
: cepted the advice of migration officials :
: and swapped the name Ioannis Vari-
i patis for Jack Patty. :
My father and his older brother, :
i George, bought Aroney’s in 1937. Ka- :
toomba was home to a host of Greek :
cafes, including The Paragon, The AB :
Cafe and The Savoy, which was owned
i by another of Dad’s brothers, Andy. :

The cafe became a family affair when
invited  his

his business.

though they maintained a deep pride

(Panaretos) gave birth to their son§
Theodore, who became a top barris- :

ter, representing the British Govern-
ment in the Spycatcher case against :
one Malcolm Turnbull, and later a
Supreme Court Judge. He died aged :
: 75 this year.

Life in Australia presents photos :
and commentary about other early :
Greek businesses such as those owned :
: by the Andronicus Brothers and :
”The lengthy nomenclature of their : :
owners mean that such establishments :

Nicholas Aroney.

My father retired in the late 1980s

e, v

IeTe—

when he was aged 75. Only then did he :

make his first trip home to Kythera - | there are now more than 365,000 peo-

after 66 years - and met, for the first : ple of Greek heritage living in Aus-

: time, the youngest of his 11 siblings, : {rajia Angelo Notaras, the trustee and

his sister Anna. And yet, it was only :
during that first and only return visit to : Heritage Fund, which also runs
: Greece that my parents realised how

”Australian” they were. My mother,

”thank you” spoken in Greece.

finish it with "thank you.”

administrator of the Kytherian World

i kythera-family.net, said that he was

(e i about 10 years old (in about 1943)
who Australianised her name from :

Caliopy Cassimatis to Poppy Patty, :
: was especially offended at how rarely :

i she heard the words “please” and { yncle John, standing in front of the

AR - i Marble Bar Cafe in Grafton, in about
Life in Australia had already tra- : 1912 Tt was written, in Greek, in 1916
versed this territory. The Greek mi- :
grant is advised: ”If we carefully con- chant brothers, Kosmas and Em-
sider the measured and ordered life of :
the Australians, we find that Aus- :
i tralians, wherever they are, eat, dress, :
brothers-in-law, :

George and Peter Cassimatis, to join i

when his father showed him a family
copy of Life in Australia. It contains a
photo of his father, grandfather and

by Georgios Kentavros and two mer-

manouil Andronikos.
It was was financed by another mer-

. : chant, John Comino.
sleep and walk with the greatest of :

care and circumspection. They begin : most important Greek publication in
i every conversation with “please” and :

Like many other Greek migrants, :
my father and Zacharias Simos, who i
established the famed Paragon cafe,

were assimilated into Australian life -

“Little did we realise that it was the

the first 200 years of Australian histo-

X . ry,” Notaras said.
It further informs: “Raising your :

voice, banging your hand on the table, :
making gestures, forming groups in } world Heritage Fund, said he hoped
: the streets, impertinence, scruffy dress :
in their heritage and strong ties with :
i Greek cultural tradition.

In 1934 Zacharias and his wife Mary :

George Poulos, the second adminis-
trator and trustee of the Kytherian

: families would be inspired to expand

are, for the Australians, something s- i a1 chronicle the Greek Australian nar-

i trange and unattractive. Such habits ¢ .tive from 1916 to the present day.

are disliked and, anyway, belong to un- :

civilised peoples.”

According to the latest census figures

Article from The Sydney Morning
Herald written by Anna Patty
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O EAnvikéc Padiopwvikde Ztabpdc Auotpaiiag
1683 AM Aertoupyel

oe 24wpn Bdon, 7 nuépeg tnv efSopdda.
O otabudc Eexivnoe va AEITOUp-
yvel to Mdprtio tou 1983
KAl eXTIENTIE] TA KAAUTE PA
npoypdppata and tv EA-
AdBa ka1 tnhv Kompo, evo ma-
pdAAnAa petadidel Tig €10n-
oeic and 1o eEwtepikd KABe
QpPaA.
Emiong, éxoupe 1a kaAutepa

Tormkd mpoypduuata, onwg:

2440002 EAAHNIKOE PARIOOONIKOE ETAOMOE
1683 AM (oTa peoaia KuppaTtTal)

Zuvexn Kabnuepiv evnuUEPWON Kal Yyuxaywyia

Kal pouoikd

“Kunpiaxkn Koivérnra”

pe tnv EAAn Kdumocg,
“"Greeks Today”

ne tov I'ndpyo Toepddvn,
"Ké@1 ka1 pymdiia”

pe tov I'ndvvn Xmavédin,
“Koivérnra kail xkoivotikd”

mpoypduuara UE EKQWVNTEC.
O EAAnvikée Padiopwvikde Ztabpdc Auotpaiiag 1683
Khz AM Siapnpidel peydAoug opyavioHoUg Kal EMIXEL-
pnoeig, énwg tnv eAAnvViKn e@npepida tng Auotpaiiag
"O Kdéopocg”, "Naikn Tpdnela”, “Tpdnela Kinpou”, “"Ku-
npiaxn Kowdtnta NNO”,

“EAAnvikn OpBd8o&n Kowdtnta Ziudveld & NNO”,

“Vicky Mar Fashions”, “Independent and General
Advertising”,
AM\eC MIKPEC KAl NEYAAEC EIMXEIPNOEIC.

I"a 1ov kaAutepo EAAnvikS Padiopwvikd 2tabud,
Ta tedevtaia véa, HOoI0TIKN IOUOIKNA KAl Ta KAAUTEpA
Zwvtavd nmpoypduuara, ouvtovioteite oto EAAnvIKO

Padiopwvikd 21abpd Auotpaliac 1683 Khz AM.
INa nepioocdtepec mAnpo@opiec

tnAspwvnote oto (02) 9750 8155

TnAépwva yia {oViaveég EKIIOUITIEC:
(02) 9750 9890 ka1 (02) 9750 0017.
Lieybuvon: Unit 4 / 9 Mavis St, Revesby NSW 2212
e-mail: conn0l @optushome.com.au

“Roselands Shopping Centre” ka1 TOAAES

ka1 yia 1ig Siapnpioeig oag,

ka1 fax: (02) 9750 0517.

web: GREEK RADIO 1683 9775




